
Welcome to the Southern Appa-

lachian Mountain Stewardsõ first 

newsletter. Our mission with this 

newsletter is to keep you in-

formed on the fight against moun-

taintop removal, the fight to pro-

tect our water, and the fight to 
have clean air. We continue these 

fights every day. Without you, we 

could not have accomplished so 

much in the past three years. 

 
The battle rages on, but we are all in this fight together. We are a family of Appala-

chians and we are proud people that have a strong heritage. The time has come for 

us to stand up and say, òWE LOVE OUR HOMES AND OUR MOUNTAINS.ó 
Without you we wouldnõt be able to keep fighting, but if we stand strong, in the end 

we will win.             Thank you so much, 

Sam Broach 

Welcome, friends 
Sam Broach, SAMS President   

Keep Ison Rock Ridge Standing 
Nina Leone, SAMS Intern 

The Southern Appala-

chian Mountain Stewards 

have been holding off the 

proposed permit that 

would allow A&G Coal 

Corp. to strip mine Ison 

Rock Ridge. The pro-
posed would destroy 

1,231.13 acres of land.   

There is concern that the 

operation would create 

more coal dust problems 

in the area, as well as vio-

late the Clean Water 

Act, further burdening 

our waterways and the 

health of people living 

nearby. 

 

Strip mining on Ison Rock 

Ridge would directly im-
pact the surrounding 

communities of Andover,  

Inman, Derby, Arno and 

the town of Appalachia. 

Judy Needham, from An-

dover, and Barbara Mul-

lins, from Derby, are two 

residents who are against 

the permit and have been 

working hard with SAMS 

to òkeep Ison Rock Ridge 

Standing.ó 

 
òPeople in Andover are 

definitely worried about 

it,ó says Ms. Needham. 

òThere will be a truck 

haul through Andover, 

and thereõs a lot ofé. 
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would talk to him.ó 

 

Despite difficulties like these, 

there is still hope, and SAMS 

continues the battle. Both Judy 

Needham and Barbara Mullins 

acknowledge the headway that 

SAMS has made over the 

years. òWeõve got them to 

stop Ison Rock Ridge for the 

moment,ó says Ms. Mullins, 

òeveryone at SAMS has 

worked their butt off.ó òThe 

EPA is finally listening to us,ó 

adds Ms. Needham proudly, 

òof all the surface mining per-

mits, the Ison Rock Ridge per-

mit has taken the longest to 

approve, more than any 

otheréitõs because of the 

people who have not let them 

do as they please, without 

fighting for whatõs right.ó 

Ison Rock Ridge, continued 
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truck traffic already, so it will 

affect us when we go to the 

store, post office, anything.ó  

 

Many people in the surround-

ing communities are against 

the mine, yet remain silent on 
the issue. òNone of the 

neighbors up in my holler ap-

prove of any of this; the strip-

ping, the trucks, the water, the 

dust. But they still wonõt help 

us with this fight,ó says Ms. 

Mullins. 

 
Some land has already been 

clear-cut, even though the 

strip mine permit has not been 

issued yet, and nearby resi-
dents are already being im-

pacted. òWeõve already had 

eight trees fall, and one fell and 

broke the porchó says Ms. 

Mullins. She adds, òThis used 

to be a beautiful town, but 

now people see dust on the 

roads. Itõs covering up homes 

and vehicles. Coal trucks donõt 

have any regard for people 

around here; they speed down 

the road.ó 

 

The two women also stress 

the environmental impact of 

strip mining. Ms. Needham 

emphasizes that, òif Ison Rock 

is approved, and they start 

mining, itõs going to destroy 

the mountains. Something we 

take pride in. That mountain 

will never be the same. When 

we go by it, we wonõt get to 

see what weõre seeing now.ó 

Ms. Mullins has similar worries, 

òItõs going to be a dead world. 

Theyõve done away with the 

mountains. Theyõre doing it all 

wrong.ó 

 
Fighting to keep Ison Rock 

Ridge Standing has been a hard 

battle. Judy Needham recalls a 

series of informal conferences 

where residents were given 

the option to speak into a tape 

recorder, but were denied a 

question and answer session 

with the Department of Mines, 

Minerals and Energy. òThey try 

to deliberately do whatõs best 

for the coal companies,ó she 

says. òThey donõt do anything 
to accommodate the people 

during the permitting process.ó 

Ms. Mullins agrees and re-

counts how her husband, 

òwent to the A&G main office 

and they wouldnõt open the 

door for him and nobody 

Ison Rock Ridge, photo by Ben Hooper 
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Map of the proposed strip mine permit for Ison Rock Ridge 

Mountaintop removal in Southwest Virginia, photo courtesy of Southwings  
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