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It is the mission of the
Southern Appalachian
Mountain Stewards to
stop the destruction of
our communities by sur-
face coal mining, to im-
prove the quality of life in
our area, and to help
rebuild sustainable com-

munities.
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Welcome, friends
Sam Broach, SAMS President

Welcome to the Southern Appe
l achi an Mount a
newsletter. Our mission with thi
newsletter is to keep you in
formed on the fight against mou
taintop removal, the fight to pro
tect our water, and the fight t¢
have clean air. We continue the
fights every day. Without you,
could not have accomplished

much in the past three years.

Southern Appalachian

Mountain Stewards
www.samsva.org

The battle rages on, but we are all in this fight together. We are a family of Af

chians and we are proud people that have a strong heritage. The time has co
us to stand up and say, OWE LOVE OU
Without you we wouldnot be able to
we will win. Thank you so much,

Sam Broac

Keep Ison Rock Ridge Standing
Nina Leone, SAMS Intern

The Southern Appala Act, further burdening residents who are agains
chian Mountain Steward our waterways and thethe permit and have been
have been holding off thchealth of people livincworking hard with SAMS
proposed permit that nearby. to OoOkeep | sd
would allow A&G Coal Standing. 6
Corp. to strip mine Ison Strip mining on Ison Rocl

Rock Ridge. The pro-Ridge would directly im-g peop | e i n
posed would destroy pact the surrounding definitely worried about
1,231.13 acres of lanccommunities of Andover,i t | ¢ says M
There is concern that the Inman, Derby, Arno ancg Ther e wi ||
operation would create the town of Appalachia haul through Andover,
more coal dust problems Judy Needham, from Angnd t her ed s
in the area, as well as vicdover, and Barbara Mul

late the Clean Water lins, from Derby, are two (continued on page 2
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Ison Rock Ridge, continued

truck traffic already, so it will Ms. Mullins has similar worrieswoul d t al k t o pi m.
affect us when we gototheol t 8s going to be a dead wonl d.

store, post ofTheyodve done'%é&ﬁtédifﬁ’&dltibshlikettﬂb&,

| mountaimns. Theypeqi%hdde fd safs| 2! !
Many people in the surroundwr ong. 6 . he battle. Both Jud
ing communities are again: contpues the battie. Sofh -ty

the mine’ yet remain silent or F|ght|ng to keep Ison ROCkNGEdham and Barbara Mullins

t he i ssue. 0 Ridge Standing has been a ha@fknowledge the headway that
neighbors up in my holler ap pattle. Judy Needham recalls $AMS has made over the

prove of any of this; the strip- series of informal conferencesy e ar s. oWedve | got
ping, the trucks, the water, the\yhere residents were givensﬁ)p ison Rock Ridge for the
dust. But the theoptiontospeakintoa}tapenmemelont 6 says | Ms
us with this recorder, but were denied a \Ms .

Mullins. question and answer sessiof © © €'Y ON¢€ at S A

with the Department of Mines, WO I ked ~their Qutt
Some land has already becMi ner al s and ERRA gys brTRay! y|ry i
clearcut, even though thet o del i ber at e lagds dMs. Negddkam dpsoudly,
strip mine permit has not beerf o r the <coal sofmpani es he sblef a
issued yet, and nearby ressays. o0They danndthe Is®rPRock Ri¥gk Per- 9
dents are already being imto accommodate the people it has taken the longest to
pacted. OWedbvduring the pealmittln(gjr Pyl ces|s. 6
eight trees fall, and one fell anMs. Mullins agrees and re2PPTOVE, m N Nt an  any
broke the porcounts how her husband,@t her eitds bedaus
Mullins. She owent to the IA8@ewha hade netiefthem ¢
to be a beautiful town, butand t hey woul don@stthey please, withoat
now people see dust on thedoor for him and nobody f | ghting for what
roads. ltos ¢ _ ~mes
and vehicles. B e Wi
have any regard for peopl E&&
around here; they speed dowi

the road. 6
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The two women also stress
the environmental impact o
strip mining. Ms. Needhan
emphasizes t hi
is approved, and they star
mi ni ng, i tds

the mountains. Something w
take pride in. That mountair
will never be the same. Whel
we go by it,

see what wedr




Volume 1, Issue 1 Page 3

KDW H-UH )LIJKWLQJ

Map of the proposed strip mine permit for Ison Rock Ridge

Mountaintop removal in Southwest Virginia, photo courtesy of Southwings




